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nentary to the Central Powers, lie proposed a series of
regulations for tlie evacuation of the occupied territories
and the organization of popular plebiscites to be held both
in them, and in the other border States outside the zone of
occupation, namely in Estonia and Livonia. The scheme
was to be conditional on the agreement that

Russia binds herself not to exercise direct or indirect pressure on
these territories to accept a particular form of government, and not
to restrict their independence by any tariff or military conventions
concluded before the regions are finally established as the basis of
their right to political self-determination. The Governments of Ger-
many and Austria-Hungary, on their part, categorically confirm the
absence of any claims either to annex the territories of the former
Russian Empire now occupied by their armies, or the so-called
frontier "rectifications" at the expense of these regions.

Germany and Austria were also to accept the same pledge
as that given by Russia in respect of the territories lying
outside the area of occupation.1

These proposals, put forward with the object of driving
the enemy into a corner and forcing hfm to declare him-
self, took the conference completely by surprise. To the
Quadruple Alliance it appeared as if the Russians were
imagining themselves victorious before the gates of Berlin
and Vienna, and dictating terms to their defeated foes.
It was always a source of annoyance to them that the
Soviet representatives, after Trotsky's arrival, would never
realize their role of a country suing for peace.

Kamenev's speech was followed by complete silence.
Then, without further comment, Kuhhnann said quietly:
" General Hoffmann has the floor."

This was Hoffmann's big moment, the moment for
which he had prepared with diligence and care. He was
angered by Kamenev's remarks, and his own became

1 Proceedings, pp. 80-82; Mirnye peregovory v Brest-LitovsTce (Moscow,
1920), i. 92-94.